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(B) Fart III, Ferformance of Ordnarce Material and Bquipmentu{:, Yo
(C) Part IV, Battle Demage. -9 %4
(D) Part V, Special Comments and Reconmendations.~i,3‘
(E) Pert V1, Personnel Pcrformance..i 2l

PART I
GOIERAL NARRATIVE

The task contemplated by the MARIVELES-CORREGIDOR Operation was derived from
General Headquarters Southwest Facific Area despatch of 5 February 1945,
Cormander SEVENTH Fleet despatch of 6 February 1945, end Commander SEVENTH
Amphibious Force despatch of 5 February 1945, The Commander SEVENTH Amphibi-
ous Force, Vice Admiral BARBEY, designated Rear Admiral STRUBLE as the Attack
(roup Comnander for the operation on 6 February 1945.

The mission of this Task Group wes to embark at SUBIC BAY, transport, protect
end land the Landing Foree, topgether with its eouipment and supplies, atb ?
MARIVLES BAY on D-Day, to make subsequent landing on CORREGIDOR on D/plus 1,
end to support both landings by close gunfire, in order to open the entrance
to MANTLL RA'IY.

Task Group organization was:
Task Croup Commander and 0,7.C., Rear Admiral STRUBLE

73¢3,) Unit Flagship, Commander ZITTIL
INGHAN

784342 bhosoult Transport Unit, Commander 'TILHMELL
KILTY (F),.CILOSDY, SCHLEY, TALBOT, MANLEY
ICI(L) 966, 548,.609, 687,,980, 1018

784343 LST Transport Unit, Commander CARSON
LST 33251"‘5, 585, 586, 71, 154
LCT 722, 724, 729, 1068, 1071, 1076
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(d) 178.3.4 LSM Trensport Unit, Commandsr JOHNSCN
oM 18(F), 19, 21, 3, 37, 38, 39, 40

42, 52, 64, 139, 169, 203, 218, 257, 310,
311, 319, 138

(¢) 78.3.5 Escort Unit, Captein BROWN
F), "ICKES, YOUNG, CONYNGHA,
CLAXTON, SLIFIEY, THATCHER, DYSON, CCNVERSE

(f) 172.3.6 linesweeping Unit, Lieutenant Commander KEEFER
SLUNTELl (F), SWLUTE, SCUFFLE, SCCUT, SCRIMUAGE
SENTRY
YIS 363 (F), 334, 336, 364, 3L, 6, 8, 53, L8,
50, 315, 46, 329, 335, 339

Salvage and Rescue Unit, Commander HUIE
HIDATSA (F)
LCI (S) 683, 985, 937
GrdiSF

Control and Inshore Support Unit, Captain ARISON
FC 1119, 1133
LCI(R) 225, 226, 337, 33¢, 340, 341
Les(r) 48(r), 7, 8, 26, 27, L9

784309 Beach I'erty Unit, Lieutenant NORDYKE
Boech Party Number TICHT

842410 10! Transport Unit, Ceptain RICHARDS, U.S.h, 25 LCM

773 Supnort, Group, Reer Admir:l BERKEY
FHOINIX (FE,, B0IST, CLEVELAMD, MOMTPFLIRR, DENVER 5 CL
TAYICR, HCTEVELL, O'BANNCN, JEMKINS, FIETCHER,

NICHCLAS, LAVALLETTE, RADFCRD, ABEQT 9 DD

77345 Comnodore FANCCOBE, R.N.
HMAS SHRCISHINE (F), MINNEATOLIS, FORTLAND 3 Ch
CCINAY, BATCN, DASHIZLL, HMAS ARUNTA, VARRAMUNGA 5 DD

70145 LT Unit, Licutenant TAYLOR
£T 32h, 325, 326, 327, 328, 329, 330, 331, 356,
357, 358, 359, 36C, 361, 372, 313, 37k, 375,
376, 311 ;
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The Flanning Fhase

In his despatch of 6 February, Commender SEVENTH Fleet set a tentative target
date of 12 February 1945 for the landing at MARIVELES,

In compliance with the directives contained in the despatches from General
Headquarters Southwest Tacific hrea, Commander SEVENTH Fleet and Commander
SEVENTH Amphibious Force, representatives from this staff proceeded on 6
February to SIXTH Army Hesdouarters at TARLAC, for consultation. On 7 Febru-
ary, Task Group SEVENTY EIGHT point THREE representatives proceeded to the
XI Corps Hecdquarters and tentative plans were formulated.

The time available for plenning wos very short., TFlanning was further compli-
cated as the ground troops allocated for this operation were engaged in combat
in the jungle arcas to the northeest of SUBIC BAY and communicetion with the

Army officers concerned was difficult,

On 8 Februery 1945, & conference was held on the INGHAM, ettended by Commander
SEVENTH Amphibious Force, the Commanding Genersl XI Corps, Commander Bombard-
ment Group znd representatives of the FIFTH Air Force, 4t this conference a
number of the deteils necessary for planning werc completed, Commender Task
Group SEVENTY EIGHT Toint THREE Air Liaison Officer went to MINDORO, to com-
plete the closc and indirect air support plans for the MARIVELES and CORREGI-

DOR Operstions,

In confeorence with Commander SEVENTH Amphibious Force and Commander Support
Group, it wes not contempletad thet minesweeping of the reported field be-
tvicen CORREGIDONL nnd CARABLO ISLAND would be negessary. A broad outline of the
Minesweeping I'lan was agreed upon, The Minesweeping Task Unit Commander e¢s-
timetod that two deys before the landing at MARIVELES, which moant three days
before the CCRUEGIDOR landing, would be sufficient to accomplish the necessary

sweeping,
The plan of sweeping provided for:

(a) The swocping of erces inside the 100-fathom curve for the approach of
the gunfire support ships to positions off MARIVFLES and CORRDGIDOR.

(b) The swoeping of the epproach ares in which the hssault Group would make
the landings,

(e) The swooping of MARIVELES HARBOR,

An Undervater Demolition Team wes roquostod in conncetion with the minesweeping,
but no teem was availeble for the oporation,

On 9 February, & new mincsweoping plan was laid out, which contemplatod an
additionzl sweop of approximatoly the northern half of the reported field
botwoen CORREGIDCR and CARABAC ISLAND, commoneing on the aftornoon of D =1
and completing on the afternoon of D=Day, This change became mcessary, &8
the Comuander of the Support Group had deeided that he would need a mine=
ewopt aroe in thet locality in order to earry out the gunfire support mission

properly. o 3
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12, The Commanding General XI Corps hrea, by his Top Sccret despatch 100958 rec—
commended to Generel Headquarters that the target date be changed to 15
Februery 1945. This date was confirmed by Commending General SIXTH Army in
his Top Seerct despateh 101101 to Commander Task Force SEVENTY EIGHT, In
enticipation of this change, the Cormander SEVENTH Amphibious Force had, on
9 Februzry, crelly authorized Cormander Task Group SEVENTY EIGHT point THRER
to deley sailing of the Bombardmont and Mincsweeping Groups, which were sche—
duled to begin cperations D - 2 day.

The SIXTH Army directive rccuired the XI Corpe to:
() Lend in the MARIVELES BAY Arca on Southern BATAAN, seize and secure a
beachhead and cstablish control over the scuthern tip of BATAAN, employing
not to cxeceed one Heenforced Regimental Combat Teem,

(b) To move one Reenforced Battalion to tho MARIVELES BAY hrea prepared for
a shore-~to~shore operation ageinst CORREGIDCR on D plus 1, in conjunction with
the atteck of the 503 I'arachutc Regiment,

(¢) On D plus 1, cmploying airborne operations and shore~to=shore operations
from MARTVELES BAY Ares, capture CCRREGIDCR,

Thus the landing force for CORLEGIDOR on D plus 1 was to be landed in MARI-
VELES on D=Dey, recmbark on the morning of D plus 1 and then landed on CORREG-

ID(R,
Heedouarters XI Corps, on 10 Februery 1945, agreed to the selection of beaches

for the landings - D=Day Beach: MARIVELES betvecn I'UCOT and MARIVELES RIVER;
D plus 1 Beach: South side of CORREGID(R, SAN JOSE Area, in the vicinity of

South Dock,

Cormendor Task Group SEVENTY EIGHT point THRZIE Operation Flan Le45 was dis-
tributod on 12 February 1945, On 13 Fobruary o conferonce wes held in the
flagship of Unit Cormendere nnd Comrme nding Officers, except the Bombardment
and lMinosweeping Groups, which hed sailed to commence operations,

Operational These

The peneral narretive of tho oporntional phaso has been prepere? to presont
& briel narrative of the operation as e whele, follewed by brief nerratives

of erch task unit,

Mineosvioe ping nnd bombardment of the MARIVELES-CORREGIDOR arcas was commonced
on D= 2s Tho oporations of the minosweeping units were supported by ships
of the Support, Oroup, which also conducted the bomberdment, Both mineswoep=
ors end bombarding shire oporatod in elose proximity to CORREGIDOR and across
tho cnbrance of MARIVELES BAY without onomy reaction,
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19. 4t the end of D - 2 Dey, Commandsr Support Group reported that the operstions
hac been complcted according to schedule, with a good distribution of gun—
fire over the target eress, The scheduled arcas had been swept with negative
results except for 23 old Arerican mines swept in the area northeast of LA~

MONJA.

On D - 1 Day, the mineswecping continued with 110 anan(‘se chemical horned mines
cut in the field southeast, of CCRREGIDCR and eleven cut in MARIVELES HARBOR o
The minesveeping hed gone according to plan except in MARIVELES HARBOR, where
repeated swocps hed been made due to the loss of sweeping gear on obstructions
in the chenncl entrance, Commender Suppert Broup arranged for early and
additionnl swecping in MARIVELES HARBCR for the morning of D-Day. The Task
Group Commancler dolayed H-Hour by éne hour, in order to allow more time for
minesviceping

YIS L5 and the destroyers FIETCHER and HOPT'FLY, were hit by gunfire frem
CORREGINCR YMS 48 was sunk by our own gpunfire., FIETCHER was able to continue
operations, HOYEWILL continued cperations with the Covering Group until 17
February when it wes detached for repeir of bettle damage.

L4 VALLETTE anc RaDFORD were mined in the entrance to MARIVELES HARBOR.. LA
VALLETTE wes towed to SUBIC BAY by HIDATSA and RADFORD was able to proceed
there under her own power,

Sweeping operations on the north side of CORREGIDOR were disccntinued for the
rermainder of D - 1 Day, as the covering group wes unable to silence all bat-—
torics in the caves an the northern face. of COIAEGIDOR, Cruisers and Destroy-
ers fired thousende of rounds into the coves and tunnel entrances, but they
wera protectod by hmvy asonry an' were well camcuflaged, When the enemy
batteries fired w.lv e sricke puff could be seen.

On D ~ 1 Day , larpe amcunts of srmunition were reauired to silence the cave
guns on CORLEGIDCGis In crder to nake reserve punfire available, Cormander
Taock Group SEVENTY SEVAN point THIES, at about 0100 D-Day, was directed to
order to the area, the heavy cruiser unit which hed previously been alerted
n LINGAYEYN GULF. The heavy cruiser unit arrived in the objective area at
230 D=Dey,

The FIFTH Alr Force was . pequosted to delay the heavy air strike planned for
MARTVELES on the next dey until 0900, to o llow the minesweepers more time for
swooping, FIFTH Air Force was also piven the positions of three cnemy guns on
the north side of CORREGIDOR, which had fired on the Support Group and were
not eonsidero? silenced, Heavy air strikes on thege positions were requested
for the norning of D=Day and wore made in considerable strength,

L
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The hssault Group was divided into two echelons and sortied from SUBIC BAY on
14 February 1945 fer the MARIVELES operaticn, The LCM Echelon, consisting of
25 LCYs, escorted by IC 1133, proceeded via a direct route from SUBIC BAY to
MARIVELES HARGOR. The HIDATSA (ATF) and GRASE (ARS), originally scheduled to
accompany the LCI Echelon, were detached in order tc assist in towing the LA
VALLETTE to SUBIC., The Landing Ship Echclen, which contained most of the other
units of the Tzsk Group. proceeded via a route to the westward cf the direct
route, to arrive at MALIVILES et H - 2% hours.

In order to allow more time for the minesweepings in MARIVELES HARBOR on D-Day,
H-Hour had been delayed one hcur from the originally scheduled 0900, After
threc sweeps of the harbor were made with negative results, operations were
continued on the basis of an H-Hour of 1000,

The first landings werc made on schecdule 2t 1000, Minor and sporadic machine
cun fire was encountered from the MARIVELES beaches; shore battery fire of
about, 5" celiber from CORREGIDCR inflicted some casualties to cur troops em-
barked in LCPRs. These cnemy batteries were engaged by supporting cruisers
and destroyers and were silenced quicldy. !
The landing proceeded on schedule until the seventh wave of LCTs encountered
some delay in reotracting, The eighth wave, composed of LSMs, was, thercfore,
delayed ot the line of departure and, while waiting to procced into the beach,
LS 169 struck o minc, Flomes enveloped tho vessel, but the fire was brought
under control by the excellent fire fighting service rcendered by the GRASF. The
L3N 169 was boached and subseaucntly towed to SUBIC,

After o short delay the remaining waves weore landed at the scheduled intervals,
The beach in MARIVELES HARBOR presented ccnsidereble difficulties for boach-
ing and unloacing amphibicus craft, The unloading proceeded very slowly and
the Landing Force Commander requested that every effort be mede to expedite it,
including unloading during the night.

By 1135 the last assault weve had boached, LSH 218, which had fouled her port
screw with manile line cnroute te the attack arca, beached singly at 1330,
There was delay in unloadins her duc tc a scarcity cf prime movers and she re=
tracted some two hours later, The five LSTs wore beached singly from 1509 to
1624s  They ware boeched et. standard speed of 9.5 knots at 4O yard intervals,
The averape distance offshore was 100 foet with 3 foet of water at the bow
remp, Meanwhile tho six LCTs left the transport area and anchored south of
the beach,

There wes no crnomy intorforence to the lan'ing foree from guns on CORREGIDOR
aftor the firing vhich caused casueltics in one landing eraft prior to leave
ing the approsch lane, The support foree of eruisers and destroyors kept up
intermittont fire on CORREGIDCR with cecasional countor~battery fire through-
out the day, Numerous air strikes, bombing and strafing were condueted over
CORMEGIDGR, EBnomy oppésition in WARIVELES was restrictod to sporadic sniper
fire during the beaching «f the firet waves of landing eraft, There were no
casualties, é
- b -
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33, After beaching Army units deployed and advanced rapidly inland with little
enemy oppositicn in the immediate harbor areas At 1400 Major Genersl CHASE
assuned command ashore. By 1500 MARIVELES Air Ficld had been secured,

In view of the Commending Generalls cdesire for early unloading of the LSTs
and o5 the LSTs did not complete unloading in the daytime, it was decided

to leavc them beached for the nicht with a protective sereen of gunboets,
Under the beachins conditions that existed it would not have been practicable
to retract the LSTs prior to high water, duc at 0115 on the 16th, 1CTs were
to remein anchored offshore, It was planned that other units cf the attack
force would retire for the night, to roturn shortly after daylight. ALl LSMs
except the beached LSM 169 and LSM 213 formed in the late aftcrnoon and pro-
ceeded under escort to SUBIC BLY.

Commander Task Unit SEVENTY EIGHT point THREE point EIGHT was cirected to ro-
main in MARIVELES for the night 15-16 Fobruary, to assume SOPA dutiess to
cstablish o tight screcn ecross the harbor entrance for the protection of wnits
in the herb' ory and to stand by to render such fire support as might be requir-
ed by the Army forces on the beachos. In view of the restricted waters, the
1CS(L)s were anchored seross the harbor entrance and alerted for picket cuty.
Other Naval forees retired to the westward with instructicns to rendezvous off
LAMONJA in the morning, Two destroyers remeined in the area for the night on
gunfire suppert anc illumination cuty., A&t the Army's roquest, interdiction
firc was placed during the night on the road north of MARIVELES,

At about 0315 on 16 February a number of Japancse Q-Boats menaged tc close
the five gunboats screconing the entrance. The Q-Ecats were not sighted by
racer or visuelly, Threc of the gunboats were sunk in the initiel attacks
The LCS(L) 27 sank five Q-Boats before o sixth cxploded close aboard and
Camazed hor, Quick acticn on the part of the Commanding Officer in beaching
his ship saved hor,

It was later learncd from a prisoncr of war thet about thirty Q-Boats were
launchod from CORREGIDOR that nizit, The pgencrel charactoristics of tho Q-
Boats Lonpth = 17 feot; beam = 46 inchos; frecboard - 12 inches; crow - 1
man astorn; war hoad = 300 pound charpe in the bow, which cen be detonated on
impeet or by the boatman; speod about, 20 knotes,

ht about 0700, 16 February 1945, ¢ small boat paintod Army Groen, bearing the
number "122" and oxhibiting a white star in tho bew was observed dead in the
water ebout cne sl rne=helf miles southwest of MARIVELES, The Task droup
Comnmancer dirccted the CONYNGHAM t- fire on the vossel, After rocoiving a
bugst of 20 MM fire the boat exploded viclently, It is belioved that this was
a :-Boﬂt.

At about, 0500 25 LOMs, loaded ¥ ith assault troops, wore formod up off the on=
trance to MIRIVELDS HLRBOR and cdopartod at 0830 for the CORREGIDCR assault,
sgeorted by Destroyers and under the direetion of Commander BATAAN-CORREGIDOR
httack Group, Sevoral fleating minos were sighted alonp the route to CORREGI-
DORy those were oithor sunk or destryed by gunfire, y’

- -
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40, At 0830 the paratroop drop was accomplished according to plan, Prior to the
arrival of the paratroopers, heavy bombing and strafing of the CORREGINOR DOME
was carried out by Army B-24s, A=20s, P73, P-38s, and P-51s,

At H-Hour plus two hours (1030), the first wave of LCMs landed on BLACK BFACH,
on the south side of CORREGINDOR, During the approach two underwater explosions
eccurred about 200 yards ahead of an ICS(L) preceding the first wave, Apparent-
ly the explosion was caused by the setting off of a controlled mine from ashore,
The following waves of ILCMs landed sccording to plan. Troops encountered land
mines on the beach and some vehicles were destroyed, There was also machine gun
and larger fire from the ravine to the west of the landing beach, This fire was
taken under counter battery fire by our Destroyers and temporarily silenced,

At about the same time machine guns and one enemy battery from CABALLO ISLAND
opened up, Several shells of about 5" caliber fell in and around the transport
area, One LCI(R) had her mast shot eway, The machine guns and the battery were
silenced by the Support Group and Army dive bombers,

v

The 1LCMs returned to MARIVELES HARBOR after the landing and, in passing LA

MONJA enreute, came under enemy small arms fire, The TAYLOR was dispatched to
the area and silenced the fire, About 1230 the second wave of paratroopers was
flown in and landed on CORREGIDOR, At about this time the YOUNG, furnishing fire
support in the northwest fire support ~rea, received light fire from small ene~
my groups isoleted on the south coast of BATAAN east of GORDA POINT., The ofw-

fending fire was quickly silenced,

The initial approach of the two LCTs forming the sixth wave met heavy machine
gun fire from the numerous and well concealed caves along CABALLO BAY, The I0Ts
retired o the line of departure until enemy fire was further neutralized, Not~
withstanding the close and continuous fire support, the LOTs were under interw
mittent rifle fire which caused personnel casualties during the time that they

were beached,

When the LCTs retracted about 1600, the ships retired to the vicinity of 1A
MONJA ISLAND, preliminary-to forming echelons for the night retirement, 1In the
meantime, on ORANGE Beach, the unloading of 1LSTs proceeded slowly, By dark
three I8Ts were ready to form up for retirement,

On D plus one night, two Destroyers were assigned to furnish pgunfire support

and star shell illuminatien for our troops on CORM"GIDOR, LST 586, unable te
retract; 10S(L) 27 and LSM 169, both damaged, remained in MARTVELRS H'RBOR for
the night, All ether shipping departed the objective area except the two Destro;
ers nssigned Gunfire Support Duty and PTs operating en the east coast of BATAN,

On D plus two four LSMs discharged carge on the MARIVELWS ORANGE Beach and two
LSMs discharged cargo on CORREGIDOR BLACK Beach, One medical LST stood by for
evacuation of wounded from MARIVELES and CORREGIDOR, "The HINATSA, engaged in
solvaging 108(L) 27, struck a mine in MARIVELES HARBOR, causing several persons
nel casualties and moderate damage to the ship, Two Cruisers and three Destroys

ers maintained gunfire suppert,
wibs X
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47,

At the request of the XI Corps, it was arranged tp land the balance of the para-
troopers on CORRFGIDOR via ship, At 1630 en D plus two about 900 troops were

1landed from APDs., Machine gun fire was encountered at the beach from well con-
cesled caves, This fire was countered successfully by the supporting Destroyers
One ICP(R) was sunk and two damaged, A few minor casualties were the only per-

sonnel lgssess

Cruisers and Destroyers of Task Group SEVEN"'SEVEN'Point THRFE furnished call
fire agninst selected targets on CORREGIDOR through D plus three Day, 18 Feb-
ruary 1945, Thereafter, fire support was furnished by two Destroyers assigned
each day frem the Escort Unit of Task Group SEVENTY FICHT«Point THRRE,” On 2425
Pebruary 1945, an additional Destroyer was furnished at the request of the Army
to support a large drive by ground forces, Beginning with 27 February 1945,
only one fire support Destroyer was required, as the requests for fire support

diminisheds
By D plus 4, our minesweepers had cut a total of 400 enemy chemical horn type

mines, as well as 28 United States electrically controlled mines apparently
from our pre-war fields,

The Second Resupply Fchelon’to CORRFGIDOR was mounted at SUBIC BAY on D plus
eight Day, 23 February 1945, with subsequent echelons scheduled at 6-~day inter-

valse

The evacuation of the wounded wns accomplished by sending ene LST, escorted by
a Destroyer, to CORHEGIDOR daily and returning the wounded to SUBIC, This
schedule was discontinued on 28 February 1945, at the request of the Army, as
subsequent evacuation was to be accomplished by Army LCMs from CORRFERIDOR to
MARIVELYS, and thence by air to Army Wvacuation Centers,

Our patrols reached the east end of CORRPGINOR on 28 February, A total ef
4,200 Jap dead had been counted by that time, It is understood later figures
of Japanese dead reached over &,B00,

MANIL® HARBOR was opeined on 1 March 1945, and a number of ships, including
Liberty ships and LSTs, entered that day,

On the morning of 2 March, CORREAINOR was inspected by the’ Commander~in-Chief
Southwest Pacific irea, The Commanding General SIXTH Army, Commanding General
XI Corps, Commander SHVENTH Amphibious Force and Commander Task Croup SEVENTY
FIGHT Doint THEET were present, Cave batteries at CABALLO were still receiving
attention from the five inch guns of the fire Wipport Destreyer on thed day,

Votor Torpedd Boat Operations

Prior to the minesweeping operations, the Motor Torpedo Boats conducted of-

fensive sweeps in the vicinity of MARIVELES and CORAWGIDOR, including one trip
inside 'MARTIVELFS H'QBOR, One enpgagerment with a number of enemy Motor Torpedo
or other type surface bonts eccurred, in which a number of the Japanese boats
were damaged and we suffered some c¢asualties, q

.-’-
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Motor Torpeco Doat opcrations were suspended from D - 2 to D~Day, to aveid
interference with the minesweeping and fire support group, Commen€éing cn D-
Day the TTs conducted cffensives against some of the minor fixed snore de-
fenscs that were not accessible to other fire support units beeause of the
proxinity of controlled minefields, They essisted with close support of the
novement of troops ecrcss the nock of lend to the nerth of BLACK Beach,

Close liaison was maintained by the Motor Terpedo Doats end the fire support
destroyers steticner at the chjective area cvernight, in ordoer to provide
mutuel supnort an? knowledze of their respective movements, Motor Torpedo
Boats viere used t¢ scarch in MANILA 3AY, elens the cast coest cof BATAAN, and
destreyed a considerable number of Japancse attempting to cscape from CORREGI-
DCR to BATALN end LANCNJL.

Durin: the londing of the 503rcd Paratroop Battalicn, scme of the troops landed
outisde of the intended arce anc were on the side of tho cliff in a position
from which thoy could nct rogain contact with their bettalicn on top cf The

ocke The Moter Torpede Eoets closed the shoreline of CCRREGIDOR, rescued
these perstroopers end then put them ashere on CLACK Beach,

Minesweepin~ Operaticns:

The Minesweepin~ operations were ccnducted by Task Unit SEVENTY EIGHT point
THREE point SIX, which wns composed of six AMs and 15 YlSs, The Minesweeping
Unit ccmmenced their opereticns on D = 2 supportec by the eruisers and cdes—
troyors of the Support Group,

Ty the en! of D - 2 Day, tho operations had been completed according to scho-
‘ulo, with nogative rosults except for 26 U,S, hrmy clectric control type
mines, which were swept in the arca northeast of LAMONJ4, These mines were
sunk by sunfire,

On D = 1, one of the units swept to within 1200 yerds - £ CORREGID(R, cutting
110 eremy chemical horned type minocs, On the first pass, shore battery fire
was encountered from CURREGIDR, CAPALLO and CARACAC ISLAND, No cnemy hits
ceurrcd, althourh thore were numerous straddles, The cnemy battories ap-
peared 4o be 75 rm en 105 :me  The swoopers returnced the fire and several
hits worc obseyved in cave entrancos, Counter<battory fire from twe fire sup=
remt dostroyors, twe cunbeets acting as mine dostruction vossols, and from

tho erulser support fores eoffectivoly eilencec the shore batterics concernec,
Cne unit commenced swcoping in tho north channcl, betweon CCRREGIDOR and
PATAAN. At theut 1400 shore bettorics cn CCRREGIDCR oponed up on the loading
minoswoopor, Y8 43, recoiving five or six direct hits, which started large
firos on tho ships The remaining sweopers were crdered to retire and the des=
troyors FLETOHII and HOPZNELL came to tho assistance of the damaged ship, The
FLETCHER romevo porsonnol frem the YMS and sank her Yy runfire, Casualtics
on tho Y118 woro cne officeor and two enlisted men missins and four erlisted

men wounrods  Thile the dostroyers wore rondering assistance to 1118 48, the
enomy betbtery shifted fire tc them and seored hits on beth the FLETCHER and /

HOPEVELL o 10
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63. Onc unit conducted sweeps in ‘m.I“IVLLJS HARBOR, uepeatcr‘ sweeps were ordered

due to the loss of sweeping fear on ohstructions in the chenncl entrance,
Eleven chemical horned type mines werc cut during the afternocon sweeps in the

Harbor.

Cn D-Day cone unit of Y1iSs made three round-trip sweeps in MARIVELES HARDOR
with negative results. Onc YMS conducted a drag sweep, with the depressor
strcemed tc 100 feet, across MARIVELES H.LKBOR entrance. One unit swept an
area south of CCF.;EGID(?R, cutting 154 enemy chemicel horned type mines. Another
unit conducted swoeps in CABALLC BAY in the afterncon, YMS 46, of this unit,
ves h;‘o in the ‘encrator rocm by a thres-inch armer piercing shells The shell
was a cud and dic not causc any casualties

Sweeping operaticons were centinued until D rlus 4 and without further cnemy
shore hbattery fire., By D plus 4 a total of 400 enemy chamicel horned type
mines had been cut, #4bout 50 por cent of thesc mines appeared to have been
laid within the last four cr five mrfnth'%, while the remainder appearad to be much
older, The newer mines were hot and exploded very casily.

On D Plus 3 YI8s mace another check sweep of MARIVELES HARDCR and discovered
2 heavy buoy about fifteen feet under water in the center of the harbor en-
trance,

On D plus 4 & sweep was mede in tho north channcl between CORREGIDCR and
DATAAN, to a depth of eirhty feot, with nerative results, Later, when Motor
Torpedo Boats passed throush the same arca gix mino explosions occurred, indi-
cating the presence of an eléctrically contrelled mine field, The mrth chan-
ncl wes closed to navigation, The Army on C(T\‘.ALGL')CAL had boen requested to

s carch fur minc contrel statizps on CCREDGIDOR in the North Channel arca end
for cablos leading from the island, Thoy rc,< rtod locating and cutting a
nunbor of cables leading toward North Channcl, The control housss had ap-
percntly beon demolished by the air strikes and Naval bombardment,

On the iJl‘ut pess through the lar;e mine field southeast of CORREGIDOR, the
Mineswoeping Unit cut 76 mines, The two runboats rotailed s mine dostruc-
tion v«,csc]U were unable to sink the larser porticn of theso mines 28 they
were cuts Due to the current at the time, most <f tho cut minos drifted over
the unswopt part ¢f the mine fiold A the mine Aostrueticn vessels wore,
therefore, unable t f 1l:w ond dostroy thems These mines driftod with the
current during the ni nt an! bacame an additicnel hazard tho noxt morning,
They wore rapidly ('1 serd of on the fellowing merning.by ocoordinated eruisor
plane and surfaco vesr.nl operations, No casualtics wore sufferod from the
floatin: mincss The eruiser plancs, with thedr slow speed, proved tu be an
axcellont means for observation of tho floating mines,

These ninsewseping oporations were earrded out in several instances undor
heavy chore battery fire from tho cnemy and attest to the fortitude of the
minosweeping rerecnnel,

/|




DECLASSIFIED

Authority: E.O. 13526
By: NDC NARA Date: Dec 31, 2012

File: FE25/A16-3 @ ®

Serial:00874

Suppert Group Opcretions

70. The Support Group, uncer Rear admiral BERKEY, was composzd of five cruisers
ant nine destroyers for most of the opereticn., On D-Day three heavy cruisers
and six destroyers aurmenter the group. This group was assigned the tasks of
supporting mincsweeping operations; pre D-Day bombardment of BATAAN and CORREG-
I)CR; counter battery fire in support of landings on D and D plus 1 cays,

Minesweepin: and bombardment vas commenced cn D -~ 2, Numerous mines were swept
and hoth mincsweepers and bombarding ships oporated in close proximity te
CORREGINCR and ecross the entrance of MARIVELLS B AY without enemy reaction,

The first cppositicn developed cn D = 1, when the minesweepérs and supporting
destroyers received bursts of fire thrcughout the day. CORREGIDCR wes bom-
barded heavily, and meny shore betterics were silenced.

The, U.S.S. FLETCHER, whilc ensrered in sinkinc floating obstructions across the
entrance of MARIVELES BAY by gunfire, was hit by a six-inch shell from CCRREGI-
DCR ISLAND. Shell fregment's penctrated to #1 marazine and sterted a powder

fire which was extin~uished by the prempt and hertdic action of mombers of the
FLETCHEIL's croew in time to prevent an explosicn, The FLETCHER was able to lo-
caté and obtein diroet hits un the shore battery shortly after being hit. The
FIETCHER participated in the shore bombardments on the three follewins days,

The U.S,S. HCPEIEIL, while cnraped in counter battery fire asgainst shore bat-
terics on CCLREGIDCR ISLAND, proceeded to the aic of the YMS 4G, which had been
hit and was burnine, The HOTEELL was hit by one six inch, cone five inch, and
one threo inch shell in rapid succession, On turning to retire from the area
on orders of Commancer Task Group SIVENTY SEVEN point THREE, she was hit apain
with o five inch shell. A smal)l firec was sterted in TNT, from a ruptured war-
head, which woe quiclkly extinsuished, The main battery director was made in-
operative but fire azainst the shore batterics was continued vith guns in local
control, The forwerd fire rcom wes inoperative but the damage wes localized
and the ship was able to proeeed cn two Léilers.s The personncl of the U.S.S.
HOIETELL displeyed courase and excellent training in keeping the damage to a
minimum anc in carryins the battle to the cnemy vhile under heavy fire.

The FLETCHER romoved the personncl from the damarcd YMS 48 and sank her by gun-
firec, A&t the samo time she wes firine on the CORREGIDOR hatteriecs which had
shiftod their firo to the HOFEVELL and FLETCHEL when they eeme to the assistance

of the YMS,

The U,8.3, 14 VILLETTE, while actin~ as support vessel for the mineswecpers and
enpared in dostroyin: swept mines in tho entrance of MARIVELES BAY, struck a
mino which enused soricus damese to the ships Efficient damapge control by the
erew saved the ship end enabled her to clear the danpercus aroa

officors ¢n
She wee later towed to SURIC DAY by the HIDATSA.

under hor own powor,
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The U.S.S. RADFORD, while attempting to teke the mined U.S.S. Lh VALLETTE in
tow in the entrance of MARIVELES DAY, also struck e mine, Frompt end ef-
ficient cemerc control confined and minimized the damage and the ship was
able te proceed under her own power to SUEIC ZAY.

The only cvidence of 2 contrclled mineficld across the entrance of MARIVELES
BAY wes thet o sccticn of electric cedle was cut by one of the minesweepers
mekins a dreg across the entrance for the puryose of cutting such leacds if
they existed, While the mincs which exyledes under Li VALLETTE and RADFCRD
may have becen of the controlled tyrc, it eppeers more probably that they were
unswejt contect mincs. & YMS or other smnll vessel should have been used for
mine destructicn in the sweeping of MRIVELES HARECR,

Cn D=Dey CCRREGIDCL was bc:rrbnr(.cd between heovy air strikes, The landing
at MARIVELES was suyported by scheduled and countér battery fire, The single
shore battery that fired on the APDes in the transport area was quickly.silenced,

The landing ot CORREGINCR on D plus 1 was' supported by a prelancing bombard-
ment by the three heavy cruisers and screening destroyers before the pare-
troop drops  Several units were available for cell fire cn D plus 2 Day,

Task Group SEVENTY SEVE!N point THREE displayed aggressiveness and cetermin-
ation throughout the operatinn, Gunnery was of the hirhest caliber, which
ccmbined with the hcavy air strikes and the close supperting fire of cther
units cnebled the troops to land with o few casualties during the essault on
beth MARIVELDS anc CCRREGINCiie

Lscort Unit Crerations

The Dscort Unit of the BATAACCRREGID(R Attack Group, Task Unit 734345,
initially includec six clestroyers: ComDesDiv 49 in U.S.S. PICKING, U.S.S.
YOUNG, U.S5.3, VICKES, U.S5.S, SAUFLEY, U.S.S. CLAXTCN, and U.,S.5. CONYNGHAM,
On 16 February ComDesDiv 49 in U.$.S. PICKING, U.S.S. WICKES, and U.S.S. :
YOG deperted for LEYTE on boing relieved by ComlesDiv 46 in U.S.S. CONVERSE,
U.5:8, THATCIHL. end U,8.8, DYSCN, abt this timo in <rier thot ell activitics
bo proporly controlled the senior destroyer commandor of the fire support
destroyors actunlly on station o £f CCRREGIDCK ISLAND at any time was iven
the dosirnetion CTU 7043411s Twe or mero destroyers wero cn stetion at a time
unt 4l CCRREGINCL ISLAND wae sccured,

On 13 and 14 Folruary destroyers of Task Unit 75.3.5 cevere.!l AMs and YMSs of
Task Unit 704346 curing sweopin: operctions in the vicinity ¢f MARIVELES
HaiOR and CCRREGIDCGL, They provided ecunter bettory and eovoring fire vhen
in renss of onemy shoro emjlacemonts,

On 13 February U.8.5, TICKING and U.S.5, YOUNC were designated for this taske
Mo enemy shoro fire was encountored but several suspocted pillboxes and caves
on the Southwestern face of CORRDGIDCR were taken under fire by the two shipse

3
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35 Cn 14 Fcbruary U.S.S. WICKES and U,S,S. YOUNG supported the minesweepers and ~
considerable enemy fire was directed at the sroup from Southern CCRREGIDOR,
CABLALLO, anc. CALATAC ISLANDS, Vircrous counter battery by the destroyers
wiped out at least twe cmplacements and silencec the remainder, enabling the
mincsweepers to accomplish their mission without damage,

On 15 Februery (D Day) U.S.S. PICKING and U.S.S. WICKES carried out scheduled
hembarcment of MARIVELDS HARBCR in suppert of the assault, covering damaged
bvildings, hilds, and bushes in the vicinity of the shere line end the landing
beach, Dccause cf the narrow entrance to the bay znt the high ground on
either sidc it wns neccssary that the U.S.S. PICKING teke station tc the left
linc of deperturc 200 - 300 yards cff COCHINOS POINT and the U.S.S. WICKES takc
station insicde of the bay acdjacent to risht shores The ships lay to, using
their enpines to kecp botterics bearing and to maintain precise staticn hamper~
ed by current and a hrick wind, It requirec ship handling of the most expert
cheracter, During the unlcadine phase U.S.S. PICKING destroyed a ccntact mine
and received survivers from the mined LSM 169,

Cn 16 Februery U,S.S. PICKING, U.S.S. YOUNG, and U.S.S. WICKES cerriec ocut
scheduled bembardment ¢f CCRREGINCR ISLAND in support of the assault, covering
caves in cliffs t- the left of the boat lane, the lanmiing area, and caves and
r111 boxes tc the risht of the landing area, The bombardment was carried out
et ranpas from 1000 to 1500 yards end wes very effective allowing the troops

tc land with fow casucltizs, They were subjected to fire from shore hatteries,
and to the danrers of fleating and controlled mines durine the operation., How-
over, the shins were sufficiontly alert that they sustained no damare and

cause: the enemy consilorable camare,

On 17 February U,8.5, CLAXTCN supported reinforcement troop lendings on CCRREGE
DCR by naneuverin; to within e few hundred yards of the left of the landing
beseh and silencin~ heavy machine un fire frem RAMSEY RAVINE which had been
strafin~ the landing eraft. This roguired expert navisation and alertness on
the part of the CLAXTCN to discover the scurce of fire,

After the essault on CCRREGIDCR two or more cestroyors were on station at a
time aveilable for enll fire, nircht illumination, an? fire on tarsots of oppors
tunity until tho island wae sccured, The senior destroyor was desipgnated CTU
723,11 e.nd wes charped with coordinating a1l navel sctivitios in that areas
V5,8, CCIIVERSE, U,S.5. THATCHEL, U.S.,5, DYSON, U.S.8., CLAXTON and U.S.8.
SLUFLEY took pert in the cell fire phase of the CCIREGID(R aetion,

Cummunicetions wore excellent and close coordination wes maintained with tho
forees ashore "y meens of tho NGLC's who deserve consicerable erodit for their
part in the recapbure of CCLRIGIDCR,

Dostroyors veurlly fired at ranze of sbout 1000 yards, with tar~ets plainly
visitle to Lebh firdng ship anl the epottor ashora, Numercus pill boxes end
erver wore destroyed, Ccncentrations of Jap trocpe were taken under fire and
eliminatcd, an' the advanee of our treops elosely eovered, ’+
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92. The slow deliberate fire at very short ranves by the destroyers in this phase
of the operation utilized the ammunition cxpended to the meximum extent, It
was found thet very fow rounds were neeced per pill box or cave., Excellent re-
sults at thaose short ranges were obtainod with one shot at a time from a 40 mm
with locel pointing,

he necessary escort duties were ;erformed by this unit,

ATD, LSM anc LST Operaticns

Due to the employment of the Army troops in combat operation until a few cays
before the lending, the time available for lcading the &PDs, LSils and LSTs was

. limitecs However, the scrtic was accompiished without undue celay and passage
to the objective arca completed without incident,

h linc of-approach, as close teo CCCHINCS I'CINT as offshore navigational dangers
permitted, was established, This line was at right angles to the boat lane into
VARIVINS HARBOR., The ninety-degree angle in the line of approach to the beach
was accepted, in order to keep the assault waves as far from CORREGIDOR fire as

racticable.

urin: the formstion of the initisl wave in the transport arca, & battery on
CORREGINT opencd fire with four salvoes, which caused casualties in one loac-
ol $0VP. Tho Firce Support Greup promptly silenced the battery.

The waves formed in succession in column on the line of appreech, turning into
the boat lane by column movemont, Upon arrival at the line of doparture, the
wave celumns deployed into line for tho assault,

The lending was moce nn schedule until tho eizhth wave, when a delay occurroc
due to the lete retraction of the provicus ICT wave, At this time 1LSM 169,
formins; part of the oishth weve, struck a ninc which caused ¢ larse hole for-
ward end stertod 2 lerce fire, The Salvaro and Leseuo Group rendersd prompt
aid end beachod the vessel., Aftor n short dolay, the remaining waves resumed
landinzs at scheduled intervals, Tho LSMs not organizod in the esseult wavoes,
wera on eall and wero beached es slots heceme availeblo,

Aftor unloadins, tho Albs and L8Ms were roturned to SUDIC, where thoy wero to

be roady to 1ift o reservé rosiment, loss sne battalion, with supplies and equip-
ment, in epsa tho neod for such reonforcement arcse, Eicht LSMs were beached
imiodiately on their retuen, to load fur the U plus 2 Resupply.

100,The LETs wore on call as slcts became available, Unfavorable beachins; conditicns
existed in MARIVILES HMLCOR for L8Ts, and eonsideralle time was employed in re=-
ccnnaissence to loeate slote, After the hest slots had been located, the une
favereble conditions reduced the prosross of LST unloading to such an cxtont that
late in the afternoon Libtle supplics and equipment had been removed from any of
the L8Te, It wee also apparent that the loaded L8Ts eould not be retracted uns
t1l hi‘h water, due at OL15 that nisht,
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101, During the afterncon of D plus 1, the two turs of the Salvare Unit, assisted
by LCI(S)s, aided the LSTs in MIVELES HARBCR to retract. Iy 2030 four of
the ISTs had been retrected, but the Salvage Unit was unable to retract LST
506, The Salvarc Unit ceperted, leaving LST 586 on the beach for the night,
Instructions cencerning nicht protection were issued,

In view of the setisfactory procress on CCRREGIDCR after the air and amphibi-
ous lendincs, the original plen of flying in paratrcop reenforcements was
changed to land then amphibicusly. DBy prompt action, the LIDs were alle to
load the paratroop reenforcement at SUBIC and land them at DLACK DPEACH on
CCRREGIDCR on the afterncen of D plus 2, 2 dey earlier than had been antici-
pated, The support and contrcl arrangements used in the initial landing on
CCREEGIDCR were reteincd, with minor modificaticns, for the recnforcement
lancing,

On D plus 2, two resupply LSMs had boen beached at CORREGIDOR and their unload-
ing was precoeding witheut oppositicn, Vhen the rcenforcerent landing com—
mences, rifle and machine run fire from caves lecated on the west flank of the
bont lanc Heveloped upon the approach of-the lahding efaft to the beach, The
gunfire.support units and, in'porticular, the destroyer stationéd on the Wesh
flank of the bont lane:to:fire up RAMSEY RAVINT, quiekly opened fire on'the Jap
anese positions, Their aggressive action permitted the landing to be made with
only minor casunlties to personnel, but no lesses, and the damage of three smal.

landing boats,

Army 1CMs
Mwonty=five hrmy LCMs verc assizned te this operation and embarked troops and
cquipmont at SUTIC LAY en ) = 1, Upon ecemplotion of loedins, they preceeded
to tho enchorrre of Task Unit 73,3.7, vhere they moored to the ships of Task
Unit 774347 until time of ceparture for the objective area, This Task Unit,
ermprdsin: a fleet tu:, o rescue tuz and threc salvare LCIs, was assipnod the
duty of escort fcr the LClls,

Prior te retting undorwey cn D=Day, the sorvices of the two turs werc needed
in essisting tho demn e LA VALLETTE and RADFCRD to roturn to SUDIC, Accord~
inrly, the 1€ 1119 was dotached from thoe cscort of the Landing Ship Echelon,
with orders to proceec SUTIC an? assume the duties of escort commander for the
ICs, as the tu~s wore beins ordered te report to the damepod destroyors,

The paseacs to the objoetive arca was made without incident, The LCMs foTod
promytly dn the desiznatod waves and beached as directod by the Control VeAsel
for the MARIVELIS assault,

These eamo LCMs embarke! trocps and equipment of the 3rd Dattalion, 34 RCT,
from MALIVELTS on the noxt merning, D plus 1, for ‘the landing on CCRREGIDOR,

The L0Ve ecmpcesod the jrincijnl smphibioue compononts of the asseult on DLACK
TBACH st CORMEZIDCR .

Tho 1B0ils, asermpaniod by osecrt and support ships, procecded from MARIVELES to

the scuthard of COLREGTION on a track to keep the formation out of ranse of

srnll calibor weaponss The landin” eraft, flanked by the support eraft, entored

the boat lanos and deployed in an execellent mannor for the assault. Mcst of the

resistance t- the landin: by emall arm and machine suns was overcome by the ’
T
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Neval gunfirc suppert,

Beach Party Operations

he land forces and equipment to be empleyec were engasec in combat service
until just before loading for the operation, LSTs and LSMs werc beached at
SUBIC NTACH end other amphibicus craft at RIFLE LANGE 3EACH, With close co-
ordination cf the Shore and Beach Farties, the loading was completed so that
both echelons cdeparted nn schedule,

RANGE DEACH in MARIVELDLS NAY presented considersble difficulties to the un—
loading of amphibious craft larmer than LCMs. The small gradient produced
wet remp landings and the soft san? nn the beach provided traction cnly to
tractors and DUKfs, These conditions slowed the unloading considerably. The
lack of thoroush waterproofine drowned out many of the veicles that were tow-
ed ashore by tractors,

Doth the Deach Farty and the Shore Party werc unprepered tc receive the first
raesupply on D plus 2 and befure this unpreparcdness was corrected several
hours were lost, In eubsequent rosupply echelons this conditicn was cor—
recteds

Control and Inshore Support Cpereticns

The Control cnd Inshore Support Unit was ccmposecd of two PCs, six rocket
LCIs end six nunboats,

The enntrcl of the boat waves for both the MARIVELES and CCRREGIDCR landings
funetionec smoothly,

The LCI(R)s #n LCS(L)s rendercd close fire suppert in beth the MARIVELES
end CCRREGIICR assrults f{rom restrictod waters acdjacent to the landing beach=
cs vhich would not have beon eccessible to other supportins types.

In tho CORREGTIDOR landin~ » heavy rocket berrare and also close support was
furnished by vossels of this unit in the faee of hoavy eremy fire at short
rence,  This support was 2 considerable facter in allowins the troops tc land

with fow easualtics,

The harbor entrance of “WIIVELES was protoctod by a close seroen of five pun-
boats on the nicht of D=Day, The harbor was attcked by enemy Q-Doats, whe
were nt sirhted by the “unboats eithor by radar cr visually until they were
rracticnlly elonssiso, Thraee of the runboats were sunk in the initial attack.
The L08(L) 27, by alert retion, senk five QNoats before a sixth exploded
close eboard and damared her, Quick action on the part ¢f the Commanding Offi-
cor in boachin~ his ship seved her,

Durdn: the run shea! of the londin® boat wave in the COLUEGIDER assault, the
LCI(R) 332 wes hit four ¢imos Ly throe ineh hish explosive projoctiles. The
LOI(R) 330 eontimued in with the sssault, rpplyin’ damase control measures.
She fire! hopr rockets an' took sovoral cnemy bettories undor fire with her

L0 mm end meohine ~un battorios. Tho ship cleared the arca under her own power,
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Salvaze and Rescue Operations

118, The Salvese and Hiescue Unit consisted of two tugs and three LCI(S)s.

119, This Unit hed been scheduled to escort the Army LCMs from SUBIC to MARIVELES
HARDCR for the assault. The two tugs were diverted from their assignment and
sent to the assistance of the LA VALLETTE and RADFCRD in the carly evening of
14 Februery, The GRAST completed her task with the RADFORD in time to join. -
the LC! iichelon for the assault, The HIDATSA took the LA VALLETTE in tow
off LAMCINJA TSLAND ebout midnisht, The LA VALLETTE was down by the bow but,
with cereful scamanship, was towed to SUBIC, The HIDATSA returned to the as-

sault arce romptly.

Durin; the esseult rhase in MARIVELES BAY, the LSM 169 struck a mine and
cauwht fire, which spread to the magazine and to gasoline and oil stored in
the vesscl 21¢ in the Army vehicles sboard her. The GRASF, LCI(S)s 987 and
683, closed immcdietely and, nctwithstanding exploding ammunition, fought the
fire and towed the ship clear of the boat lane and beached her. She was
lator selveged and towed to SUBIC DAY on 17 Februsry. Quick action by the
vossels of the Selvage and Rescue Unit probably saved this LSM from being

destroyed,

The 165(L) 27 hed boen beached to prevent sinking after on attack by suicide
boets on tho night of 15-16 February, Tomporery repairs had subsequently
boon medo by the Selvarce and Rescuec Unit, The HIDATSA struck a mine on

17 Fobruary near the western shore of MARIVZLES BAY, while taking the LCS(L)
27 in tows The HIDATSA was heavily demaged forward and set on fire, The
shij's company wore prompt and officient in epplying damage contrcl measures
and undoubtetlly saved their ship from sinking,

Tho Unit ropaired undorweter hull damege received by the asseult craft from
shell frarments durins the CORREGTOCR lancding, They replaced propellers on
lanling eraft, removed fowlod lincs from cthers, and assistod the amphibious
shipping et (GAIVAIRS to retrect.s A larne nct buoy submergod below the sur-
faco in the entrance to tho herbor was blown up by divers from LCI(8) 227,
who placed 100 pounds of explosives on the net buoy, This buoy had boen
nbatrueting the mincswoeping at tho harbor cntrences The ships of this

Unit wore very prompt in renderins assistance to demapsed ships and in making
tom orary ro uirs,

Further Operations
Tagk Orouw; SIVONTY-ETOHT joint THREE wes dissolved as of 0001 ITEM 4 March

I
1945, Bu pert of further operations wes continued under Commander Task Force

SEVINTY-SIGHT,

~dneh (hirmail Advance) A, D, STRUBLE

(7th Pt (Advance)

ACom7thi hil
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PLRT IT
CHRONOTOGY. OF TVENTS « M!RIVRLES=-CORRRGIDOR OPWR/TION

COM'NDER T 'SK GROUP 78,3 ON U,S,C.G.C, INGH:M

6 _February 1945

Despatch received from CTF 78, initisting BAT!'N-CORREGIDOR Operation and
designating Rear ‘dmiral STRUBLF as ittack Group Commander, Chief of Staff,
‘ir Officer and Intelligence Officer departed from the Flagship to report to
the SIXTH Army Headquarters for preliminary planning,

7 Februsry 1

Planning group departed SINTH ‘rmy Headquarters fer XI Corps Headquarters
and return to Flagship.,

8 Februsry 1945

Conference on Flagship with Commander SRVANTH Amphibious Force, Commanding

Genernl XI Corps and representatives, 5th AAF representative and 503rd Para-
chute Infantry Division representatives,

13 Februsry 1945
Briefing conference held on Flagship.
Londing of equipment commenced on this date,

14 Februrry 1945 (D-1)

1STs finish loading. Tug ordered to assist them off beach,

The Flagship and Landing Ship Ychelon of the assault force got underway for
objective area, departing SURIZ RAY,

Ships formed cruising disposition,

0T 7743, in charge of Bombardment Group, advises ‘ssault Group Commander
that the volume of gunfire from CORTFAIDOR during the afternoon makes more
neutralization bombardment advissble before the landing, and that his am-
munition expenditures had been very heavy, ‘'ir strikes failed to reach some
of the guns, Often not even the flash of the guns could be seen, The bat=
teries were located from puffs of smoke at the meuth of the caves in which
the guns were hidden, The shore batteries chese the smaller ships as tar-
get, .
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2225 te
2400 Preceeding on various courses and speeds,

15 February 1945 (D=Day)

ICM Tchelon departed SUBIC,
'11 ships informed that H-Hour is to be 1000,

CTG 77.3 reperts silencing one CORRRGIDOR battery after one shot was fired
by it, He reported another visible and believes it can be knocked out in

an hour.

1/ A~20s and 20 B-24s are reported coming in,

Cruisers report ne more gunfire from north side of CORRWGIDOR.
Two mines are ebserved washed up on the M'RIVILES BF*CH,
Second gun on CORNGIDOR reported silenced by cruisers,

CTG 77.3 reports negative results on sweep of M'RIVELRS B'Y,
Cruisers report two 6" guns firing on them from CORPRAIDOR.
Force ordered to lond the Landing Force,

APDs are disembarking troops, PC 1119 and PC 1133 are on station marking
line of departure,

6 P=38s and 6 P-47s with bombs berin attack on north face of CORRTGINOR.
Four shots of about 4" cnliber from a battery on CORRMGIDOR splashed near
the 'PD 1l4s o direct hits, although fragments caused 17 easuslties in one

12ndine bont, Oruisers instantly took battery under fire and silenced it
before any more shots could be fired, /im of the CORTNMAINON shore batteries

which did fire was good,
(0912 First wave nesrs line of departure,
0913 Prearranged bombardment of M'RIVTLES B*'Y shore begins by Nestroyers,
0922 248 bomb V'RIVIINS B'Y ‘rea, Fxcellent pattern obtained,

0947 FPirst wave leaves line of deprrture for beach,

1000 HaHour, first wave of 2 LCVPs land pn M'RIVELES Beach, Opposition reported
very light, Further waves continuc,
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1010 On CORREGIDOR, 12 P-38s have bombed the gun positions on the northern face of
the island, This report was received from the Air Observer who proceeded to

mark o good gunfire target with a small bomb,

Destroyer sinks mine by gunfire close to beach,

LSM 169, half-way into beach, explodes, and is enveloped by flames., Ship
stops, men jumping overboard, Salvage ship proceeding to put out fires,
‘ppears to be a mine, although with some characteristics of mortar fire,
Eighth wave is stopped at line of departure, Ninth wave is also held up.

LCMs near LSM 169 pick up survivors. "ater is played on fire, The ship's

back is broken and there is a hole in the port bow,

Because of difficulty of retraction, LSM 34 suggests one-third maximum speed
for besching,

Heavy bombing attack on CORRTAGINOR.,

HIDATSA requests permission to bench LSM 169, Only 6 casualties reported,

CTG 77.3 reports Target X-ray, one of the main batteries on CORREGIDOR dur~
ing early morning, is now covered over with rock slides and destroyed.

Tleventh wave, final assault wave, lands. CTG 78,3 reports to CTF 77 and

CTF 78 regarding poor beaching conditions,
Bombing on CORRTGIDOR is resumed by 12 A=20s,

Sweepers report cutting 12 mines on first pass through northern part of
Southern Channel (irea "JINEM) a total of 78 enemy mines have been cut to

d"tc.
Reconnaissance fails to show any large organized onemy force,

CORRECINOR is bombed again, ‘lmost continudbus bombing is in progress, Com-

menced unloading L5Ms on call,

Heavy Oruisers of Task Oroup 77.3 srrive off CORR"GIDOR from LINGAYWNM,
Oeneral CH'S™ and stoff leave the Flagship,

feneral CH'SE assumed command ahsore, relieving Rear ‘dmiral STRUBLE,
Oaves reported on CORRFAIDOR with steel doors; some are opcn; some closed.

12 P78 1launch an attack,

Enelosure (') CHROMOLONY OF TVENTS
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1430 Beaching of LSTs begins,

1545 APDs, ICIs and LSMs, except LSM 218, returned to SUBIC and were alerted to
1ift reserve troops if so directed,

1600 Bombing and heavy bombardment of CORREGINOR continues, Unloading progressing
slowly at MARIVFIES Beach, due to difficult beach conditions,

1640 Minesweepers again under firc from CORRREGIDOR,

1826 ~Heavy bombing and bombardment continues,

1830 CTG 78,3 advises he will'leave 5 LSTs partially unloaded, together with LCTs,
Rescue and Salvage Craft, Locket and Gunboats and-25 ‘rmy manned LCMs in
M!RIVELES BAY for night, proceeding with Flagship, sweepers and Cruisers to
sea, Cruisers are instructed to act independently.,

1830 to
24,00 Proceeded to sea, Destroyer CL'XTON was instructed to inform CTG 78.3 if any

gunfire occurred in MARIVRLES B'Y during the night,
16 Februsry 1945 (D £ 1)

At sea west of objective area, This is the date set for landing on CORRFGI~
NOR by nirborne and waterborne troons,

of the five LOS(L) gunboats stationed on screening duties at M'RIVWINS BAY,
three exploded and one was hit and beached, ns a result of a vigorously
oxecuted "suicide' boat attack, (Later prisoner of war information indicates
about 30 were launched from CORITGINOR, )

0652 CONYNGH ‘M reports a boat which looks like Jap suicide boat, ‘ppears out of
B78,

0656 TG 79,3 orders small boat be shot up. Boat exploded when hit,

0715 fAemains of small Jap PT bont picked upe A1l craft warned about mines which
may have been cut during yesterday's sweep,

0745 Scheduled air strike on CORMAIDON begun, Many B=24s hit target all over the
island,

0810 Destroyer CL/XTON is observed surrounded by floating mines, she sank four,
I61(5) sent to help in nine destruction,

0829 Owl78 observed coming in with 503rd Paraschute Battalion,
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A836 TFirst Paratroopers observed leaving planes, & few fall wide, but most direct-
ly on top of the "ROCK". No apparent opposition although machine gun fire is
later reported, At this same time 25 LCMs and 2 LCTs left ORAVGE Beach,
MARIVELES BAY, for BLACK Beach on CORREGIDOR.

PC 1119 ordered to destroy a mine ahead of formation.

Bombardment of CABALLO ISLAND begins, also heavy firing all along landing
beach, Considerable attention given to CABALLO ISLAND by planes and ships,

First wave of 5 LCMs leaves line of departure,

Heavy rocket fire on beach, achine gun and forty millimeter fire observed
from Japs in crves, This fire is hitting near rocket boats,

Troops of first wave have landed on beach, Troops are standing ub. No fire
on beaches at this point at this time,

Land mine exploded on beach, wrecking vehicle, Mortar fire noticed from hill
on left flank of beach, Second wsve lands on beach., An LCI apparently was

injured by fire noted at 1022 above,

Paratroopers observed on plﬂte9g.

Third wave is fired upon while approaching beach, Third wave lands,
LOI(R)s discharge additional rockets on flanks of beach, TGnemy fire from
CABALLO ISLAND is observed sgnin, This is taken under heavy fire from Des-
trovers and Cruisers,

"lave six held at line of departure until mortar and gun fire is cleared off
beach area, Troops are now reported across the ncck of the island, Para-
troops are still limited to the plrteau where they dropped,

1045 Bonts retrscting as rapidly sas they are unloaded, An enemy PT boat near

transport area exploded, leaving no trace,

1052 111 waves cloar of besch, Reeistance is developing on the north coast of the
neck of CORRTCINOR, Heavy bombardment on speeific targets continues,

1110 Adr coordinstor aloft reports no sctivity on roads east of landing beach,

1111 Sixth wave of 2 1.0Te delayed until mortar fire is silenced, This is accom-
plished by heavy Destroyer fire up the ravine on the left flank of the beach,

1235 Second paratroop drop bepins with svparently good results, Wind stronger
than for the morning drop,
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14R0 503rd Parachute Regiment reports increasing small arms and machine gun fire on
descending Paratroopers, Landing casualties from this and other causes in-

creasing,

1515 Colonel JONTS assumed command of troops ashore on CORRWGINOR, relieving Rear
Admiral STRUBLE.

1515 to
193 Heavy bombardment and bombing on c¢21l continues during this period., Arrange-

ments made for ships 2t MMRIVELES and at CORRNGIDOR to retire from area except
supportind Destroyers,

2004 Underway in Flogship, proceeding se~ward from objective area,

2005 to
2,00 On departure ster shell illumination is observed from supvort Destroyers left

bchind.
17 February 1945 (D £ 2)

Resupply echelon, consisting of 4 LSMs for M*RIVELES and 2 LSMs for CORREGIDOR
beached and commenced unloading,

HIDATSA struck mine while salvaging LCS(L) 27.

503rd Infoantry Division reenforcements in 5 'PPs arrived off BI'CK Beach
(CORMMAIDOR), Prepared to land in seven waves, each wave consisting of 4

LCPRs,
First waves of 4 ILCPRS landed with runfire opposition,
Sporndic mrchine gun fire still being encountered,

Landing comploted with no Maval porsonnel easuslties, One YOPR was sunk and
two were stranded on beachs

LM 38 assisted LSM 52 to retract from BL\CK Beachs They joined four LSMs
from OR'NG% Berch for roturn passage to SUBIC, under escort,

18 Pebrusry 1945 (D £ 3)

Flagship and PC 1133 arrived on BL'CK Beach, CORRFGTDOR,

CTC 77,3 instructs support Destroyers to conserve amminition where practica-
h]_( )
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411 gunfire support and Navsl matters having been provided for, CTG 78.3
leaves objective area for SUBIC BAY.

19 February 1945 (D £ 4)

through
5 March 1945

This period was spent 2t SUBIC-BAY, with trips to CORREGIDOR, closing out
various detsils of bombardment, sweeping and salvage problems related to the
B'TA N=CORIMGIDOR Assault, On 4 Merch 1945, Rear Admiral STRUBLE turned over

operations in objcctive arez to Vice idmiral BARBEY.

1630
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PART III

RTPORT OF NAVAL GUNFIRE

1, (2) The gunfire support plan for the Southern B!TAAN and CORMWGIDOR Attack
Group, directed Task Group 77.3 to issue the necessary directives and to con-
duct the preliminary bombardment on D ~ 2 and D ~ 1; to provide call and counter
battery fire on D-Day and D £ 1, and to provide close covering of minesweeping

operations on D = 2 through D £ 1,

(b) The plan provided for close support by Destroyers, LCS(L)s and ICI(R)s of
Task Group 78.3, for the scheduled lendings on D~Day and D A 1, respectively
Phase 1 and Phase 2.

(2) Task Group 77.3 bombarded enemy positions on Southern B*TAAN, CORRWGIDOR,
CABALLO, EL FRAILES and CARABAO ISLANDS; and supported minesweeping operations
on D = 2 trhough D £ 1, Units of this group were available for call fire on

D-Day to D £ 2,

(b) On D =~ 2, they supported minesweeping operations and conducted bombardment
nccording to plsn, Several direct hits were observed on pill boxes and gun

positions,

(¢) The scheduled bombardment on D = 1 was carried out and minesweepers were
supported by counter battery fire on CONRTGINON., Several of our units were hit
by fire from enemy guns emploced in well eamouflaged eave positions on CORNEA-
IDOR, Some of the guns were eventunlly silenced by Destroyer fire at short

range.

(d) The landing at M'RIVOLES and minesweeping operations were supported by
scheduled bombardment and counter brttery fire on CORRPATDOR on D=Day. Only one
Jap gun, which was quickly silenced by the counter battery fire of Cruisers and
Destroyers, opened up on the trensport area,

(e) On D4 1, CORARGINOI and adjacent islands were heavily bombarded by this
tnsk group prior to the psrachute dron, Minesweepers were again furnished sup-
port. Units of the group vere on station for call fire on D £ 2 day but were

not used,

(f) * bombardment of TEIN'TE TO'N on the esst coast of M'NIL: B'Y was carried
out on D £ 3, s requested by the /rmy,

During the M RIVOLES Landing, Task Group 78.3 provided the following support:
(2) TICKING and WICKTS took station to left and right, respectively, of the

boat lane in the entrance of M'RIVALYS BAY and effectively covered the shores
n both sides of the bay, the beach rrea, and the shore at end of bay with
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&-inch fire, as scheduled from H-Hour minus 45 minutes to H-Hour minus 10 min-
utess Cross fire was used effectively to cover the shore on both sides and
fire was shifted to the flanks when LCI(R)s and 1CS(L)s approached the line of
fire,

(b) Three LCI(R)s took station ahead of leading boat wave and delivered normal
rocket and 40 mm fire on beach area, hauling off to the left to provide fire
support on that flank. Three LCI(R)s proceeded with the leading wave and made
a rocket attack on the north shore of the bay, effectively covering a Japanese
camp in that arez, This group then supported the landing by patrolling in the
area to,the right of the boat lane,

(¢) Two LCS(L)s patrolled the left flank of boat lanc sad four patrolled on the
right flank, delivering rockst, 3"/50 and 40 mm fire on adjeccnt hills,

(d) Call fire waes not needed.
(¢) No casualtics were rcported.

(£f) A heavy air strike by 24 B-24s was made on shores and hills in the vicinity
of the bay during the scheduled fire by the Destroyers, sithout interference.

During Phase TWO - CORREGIDOR - Task Group 78,3 provided:

(2) YOUNG took station to north of CORREGINO ; PICKING took station to south of
CORREGIDOR to west of boat lane; and the WICKES took station to the right of the
boat, lane in CARALLO BAY, The paratroop drop was et H={our and the landing was
made at H-Hour plus 120 minutes, The Destroyers delivered scheduled fire against
beaches, ceves and pill boxes from H-Hour plus 60 minutes to H-Hour plus 117
minutes, effoctively silencing guns in caves end pill boxes. 'ICKES, which was
stationed to the right of tho boat lane, delivered fire at tho caves in case of
cliff to the west and covered the beach area. PICKING, stationed on the left of
the boat lane, covered the bercch area, pill boxss, and caves in MALINTA HILL.
YOUNG, stationed to the north of CORREGIDOR, covered the rear of the beach areas,
pill boxes and ceves in MALINTA HILL., Destroyers were assigned to areas with
limiting linos of fire to prevent demage from overs end pigothets, and fire was
shifted to flanks as vesscls in bost lane approsched the lino of fire,

(b) Two LCI(R)s made a normal roclet attack on beach ares shead of leading boat
wave, cleared the boat lane to the loft and supported the landing by 4O mm fire
into caves to west, Four LCI(R)s procceded with the leading wave and supportod
the lending by patrolling in the genoral ares to the east of boat lane, engaging
targets of opportunity with rocket end 4LO mm fire,

(e) Onc LCS(L) was assigned to esch flank of the boat lane and patrolled on flan
ongeping targots of opportunity,

(d) Ce1) fire was not requestod by the Shore Fire Control Parties on D plus 1.
Counter battory fire and fire on targets of opportunity was earried on through=
out the day,

(e) Mo easualtics wero roported,
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(f) Guns in caves were silenced by ships closing to ranges of a thousand yards
or lcss and firing directly into entrances,

(a) hs requested by the hrmy, interdiction fire wes furnished on the road cast
of PARANG on BATAAN by CLAXTON and SAUFLEY on night of D-Day to D plus 1.

(b) On the night of D plus 1 to D plus 2, interdiction fire was furnished the
hrmy on BATAAN by CLAXTON znd illumination was furnished the forces on CORREGIDOR

(¢) Call fire and illuminstion for forces on COREEGIDOR continued from D plus 2
through D plus 16 from CLAXTON, SLUFLEY, DYSON, THATCHER and CONVERSE, Two ships
were on station ot a time cxecpt on D plus 9, D plus 10 and D plus 11, when an
additional Destroyer was reoucsted by the Army, Onc Destroyer was maintained on
station from D plus 12 through D plus 16, when the operation wes taken over by
CTF 78,

(d) Shore Fire Control Partiss from the 592nd Joint Assault Signal Company were
assigned to cach of the three battalions and to the Regimentel Commander meking
the assault on Southern BATAAN, Although call fire was not used, they provided
a uscful means of communicotion with the forces ashore, Communications with NGLO

at Negimental Command Post was cstablished et H-Hour plus 64 minutcs.

(¢) On CORIEGIDOR, one shore firc control perty jumped with paratroopers and one
ves landed with the sssault battelion, Communication was esteblished with the
Shore Fire Control Party thet accompanied the Paratroopers at H-Hour plus 2
hours agd 29 minutes.and proved to be the only means of communication with them,
Communication was cstablished with the Shore Fire Control Party that accompenied
the csseult bettelion st H-Hour plus 3 hours and 30 minutes, The Shore Fire
Control Partiecs on CORIEZGIDOR opereted continuously from D plus 1 to D plus 12,
controlling Neval Gunfire during this timo and scting as a means of cormunication
with the forces ashore,

(£) RIUNITION ZXPENDITULES A4S OF D PLUS 12 DAY

PICKING 1106 5"/38 4k Com; 28 5"/38 Com; 130 = 4O mm,
"TICKES 1271 5"/32 Ai Com; 1207 = LO mm,
YOUNG 756 5"/38 hh Comy 6 5"/38 WIP; 350 = 4O am,
10 5"/33 AA Comj 500 = 4O mms
710 5"/38 AA Comy 10 5"/38 Com; 92 5Y/38 ILL.
2543 5"/38 Ak Comj 70 5"/38 ILL; 2196 = LO mm,
1300 5"/38 AA Com; 21 5"/38 Comy 120 5"/%8 ILL; 300 = 4O mme
THATCHIR 1032 5"/38 kk Com; 98 5"/38 ILL; 2096 =~ LO mm,
COINVERSE 1960 5"/32 ha Comy 10 5"/38 Comy 160 5"/38 ILL; 16 5"/38 'WP;
".OO - [&C mr.b
msnza 806 3M/505 9629 = LO mmj 264 = L5 rockete,
'(R)s 5188 « L0 miy 5966 = L5 rockets,

Enclosure REPORT OF NAVAL GUNFIRE M




DECLASSIFIED

Authority: E.O. 13526
By: NDC NARA Date: Dec 31, 2012

SECLET COMMANDER AMPHIBIOUS GROUP NINE
‘lcet Post Office - San Francis’

Enclosurc (C) to Commender Task Group 78.3 MAR IVELES-CORREGIDOR Action Report

PART IV
OWN AND ENEMY. DAMAGE .. i+
(&) Damarc and losses Suffered by Own Forces
Name of Ship %:Zimd Location Causec Extent of Damage

16 Feb, Mariveles Struck by Q-Boat Sunk

16 Feb, Marivcles Struck by Q-Boat ' Sunk
16 Fcb, Mariveles Struck by N-Boat Sunk

16 Fob, Mariveles Struck by Q-Boat Bcached to prevent
sinking,

1CI(R) 338 16 Feb, 2 hits from prob- Minor.Distribution
able 3" shore bat— pencl demageds 1 hole
tery shell fire, bolow water line,

LCI(R) 340 16 Feb Shore fire and Minor damage.ast sho
small arms fire off above conning
from BLACK BEACH, tower,Minor damage tc

electric wiring,

ICI(R) 341 16 Fab Shore battory Dircet hit on pilot
shell fire house.ifl gun inopera-
tive. Engino tele=
greph and steering ap
paratus inoporative.
Minor damage.

LSM 169 Mariveles Sorious,Point of con=
tact Frames 10 to 14,
port side., Compartment
from Frames 9 to 17
opencd at seam,Ship
puttod by firc,

FLETCHER (DD44S5) 14 Fob  Off Probable 6" shore Minor,
Corropidor battery sholl firc

HOPEWELL (DD681) 1L Feb  Off
Corrogidor  Shore battory Moderate
shell fire,
s 48 14 Feb off Berious fire damage
Correcidor Modium ealiber from shell hit, later
shere battcry sunk by own gunfire,
shell fire,

LAVALLETTE (DDLAB)LL Feb, Mapiveles Mine Berious

IWLDFORD (DDLL6) 14 Feb Mariveles Mine Moderate ,Able to pro=
toed under own power,
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Date
Name of Ship Incurred Location Cause Extent of Damage

HIDATSA (ATF 102) 17 Feb, Mariveles Mine Moderate,

Intelligence Information indicates that about 30 Japanese Q-Boats were
launched from CORREGIDOR on the night of D-Day. Six N-Boats-by suicide
tactics exploded in pairs against the sides of three 1CS(L)s, which sank
immediately, The fourth N--Beat cxploded near LOS(L) 27 and caused
considerable damage. LOS(L) 27 definitely destroyed five and probably
six N-Boats in the prcgress of the attacks The other N-Boats in the
attack were precbably sunk or self-destroyeds

A large number of N-Boats were destroyed in the caves on CORRFGIDOR by
Destroyer gunfire and a number were captured intact by our troops after
landing,
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PART VU

LDEQUACY OF CGC — MEDICAL ~ AIR SUPPORT

ALDEQUACY OF CGC

Communications, The radio equipment of 2 CGC approximates that of an 4GC and pro-
vides facilities for communication chamnels ordinarily required in an amphibious
landing, The unavoidable proximity of transmitters to receivers imposed by the
size of the ship produces internal interference which reduces the efficiency that
mizht otherwise be expected from an installation of its excellence.

The limitation of space that restricts the desirable placement of equipment is
evident likewise in the small size of the Coding itoom, Communication Office, and
Staff Shelter when detailing and stationine perscnnel for the exccution of a
plan and lator in the SOPA administration of the cbjective arez.

Berthing Facilities., Staff accommodaticns in the INGHAM allow for 26 officers
and 19 cnlistecc men on a ressonsble besis, hdditional berthing on cots on the
upper deck has been arrancec, for lack of cther spece, and permits handling some
additionsl officers and men cn ¢ temporary besis, The additional accomodaticns
are undesirable in rainy weather and, of course, do not have any locker or
other facilties,

Ten officers en! forty-five men ere required to man the communication facilities
of a CGC, which lcaves only sixteen officers' billets availeble for other Staff
officers and no spaces for cther onlisted staff personnel, During an operetion,
when army personncl come on board, additicnal tcmporary arrengements arc made to
handle their berthing, Undor such eonditions, the ship is wvery~tvercrewded,

Boat Facilitics, During the plenning stare of an operation, numerous conferencet
and dircet contnct botweon the staffs involved are most desirable, The INGHAM
only has two small moter dory tyre boets, This shortage of boets on a CGC tends
to limit the number of eonforonces amd the contacts botwoen staffs that would
otherwise be hold and 4s »n undegirable forture of a CGC,

Plannins, Tho officioney of planning cn a CGC is limited, due to the berthing
facilitics and the lack of bort facilitios »8 previcusly indicated, and by the
lack of mochanieal freilitios for the producticn of amphibious plens and by the
laek of planning epaes in vhieh to produce them, It is often very desirable to
issue maps, charts, photorrsphs 2nd other roproductions in connection with an
anphibicus plan, Sueh faeilitics are not available on a CGC and the issue of
the plan is limitod by & lay=out vhieh ean be mimeographed,

noeapitulation, In brief, a COC 15 a minature AGC capablc of functioning as e
ccmmend ship in a satisfaetory mennor for small scele oporations requiring only
faeilitics tnd porsonncl on A minoy level, Vhen an operation develops beyond

a small serle end roouires a mejority of tho eomplement of an amphibious group
staff for its plannine and exeeuticn, a 00C becomcs inadequate.

Enclosure (D) ADEQUACY OF CGC

3




DECLASSIFIED

Authority: E.O. 13526
By: NDC NARA Date: Dec 31, 2012

SCCRET COXMANDER /MPHIBIOUS GROUF N
i lect I'ost Office -~ San Francis

Enelosurc (D) to Commender Tas k Group 78,3 MARIVELES-CORREGIDOR Action Iieport

MEDICAL

8, Medical planning for the BATAAN-CORREGIDOR Operation provided for emergency
end definitive major surgicsl cerc for all casuelties until Army medical
facilitics became evailable ashorec, as well as for adcquate medical and
nursing carc for 211 casuzltics enroutc to the evecuation basc et SUBIC,

Two LSTs, converted to casuslty cerc, were staffed with surgical tcams and
with sufficicnt supplics and equirment to furnish adequate medical and surgi-
cal treatment at the fer beach, Each surgicel tcam consisted of four doctors
and epproxinetely fifteen hospital cerpsmen., Complete operating room facil-
itics werc improvi€ed in the port side troop compartment spaces and the cn-
tirc tonk deck wes arranced as a larpe receiving and post operative werd,

Onc huncred cots were sct up on this deck, The morc scrious cases werc re=-
teincd in tho troop compartment berths adjaecent to the operating room, for
quictuce and special nursing, The normal peticnt load for cech ship wes one
hundred litter en'! one hundred ambulant cassos.

10,The L3T 667 and LST 613 were the two vessels employed, The former acccmpanied
the convoy from the staging arca on 14 February 1945, and reccived casualtics
on 15 ~nd 16 Februery, The LST 613 arrivec in the combat zone on 16 Febru-
ary anc roceived casunltics aftor the LST 667 had a capacity load of littor
cascs, plus 108 Navy (mostly) and lrmy survivors, These two ships rlterneted
a daily ferry service to the CORREGIDOR Lrea up to and including 27 Februery,
at which time frecilitics ashore wore available for air evacuation, -The 21
February trip of the LST 613 was cancelled because of gonerator trouble and
on thet cate 18 casueltics were returned to SUBIC BAY by the U.S.8. DYSON,

11,4 majority of the soricus casestwerc oxtensive burns, resulting from fire and
oxplosions aboarc the damarcd ships, end compound fractures resulting from
paratroop landings,

12,4 totel of 1087 casurltics wero ovacuated to SUBIC BAY Arce by the LST
casualty ships, 1007 Army =nd 80 Navy paticnts, The dead werc scnt ashore at
MARIVELES, for burial by the Arny Graves Gepistration Serviee. The remeins
of the deac enroute tc¢ the evacustion bese wore dolivered to the Army ot
SUBTC for buriel,

13,The ebility of theso surrierlly staffod LSTs to render immediate aid to
soricusly wounded nen, to provide rdoquate shock, whole blocd end penicillin
thorepy, and tc acermplish indiested major cporative prococures upon direct
rocoipt of ensurltics frem tho far berch, proved 1ifo saving in nany inetencos
end Justifiod tho use of this typo cf casualty convorted ship for futurc opor-
r‘.ti',ns.

A1 _SUTTORT
14ePdannin- Thago,

(2) Tho plannin: phasc of this oporeti-n was oxtromoly short, thus procluding

tho usunrl Joint eonforoncos, One ecnforonce was hold sboard the INGHAM, in

which reprosontetives of 11 tho forecs involved were present and rost of tho

topies f Joint intorost wope ‘iscussed smd sprood upcn at this ecnforenco,
inelosuro (D) wir 4 MEDICAL = ATR SUPFORT 3
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(b) Subsequent to the conference, close liaison was maintained between the
Attack Group Cormander, the 5th Air Forcc and 309th Bomb Wing, The Army
Air Liaison Officer ecccmpenied the Air Force  representatives upon their
return to 5th Air Force Headquarters, MINDORO, where details of the Air Flan
were worked out and written in the form of an Air Force directive to its
subordinate units, A copy of this directive was delivered to 309th Bomb
Uling Headquarters by the Army Air Liaison Officer upon his rcturn to SUBIC
BAY an! the operations officer of the 309th Bomb Wing was thoroughly briefed
on all phascs of the operation at this time,

(¢) The Air Force directive was rewritten in a differcnt form and appended
to the Operation Flan os the Air Annex, The 5th Air Farce furnished a com~
runication plan, desicnating the frequencies and cell words to be used in
connection with eir support and fizhter dircetion, This plan was slightly
meaificd and ineluded in the Operation Plan as the Communication Aprendix to

the Air Annex,

(¢) 4n air support team was crganized, utilizing the Army Air Liaison Officer
and Air Officer, three officers and one enlisted men provided by 5th Air
Force Headquerters, end twelve Navy enlisted men provided by the Senior Com-
nander Support Aireraft, SEVENTH Fleet, This team did not have an oppor-
tunity to opcrate as a teem, nor participate in a "dry-run" prior to U Day,

(¢) In gencral, the preposed plen for the employmont of air support aireraft
included the followinrm:

(1) Thorsurh and continuous reconneissance cf the objective arca, all
roads on tho BATAAN FENNISULA, and the BATAAN end CORREGIDOL coasts
would be conducted throush D=Day and D plus 1,

(2) Bombinz and strafing tarpets would be assizned to aireraft on air
alort in accordance with the followinz priority,

(n) Tar-ets specifically requested by ground forces,

(b) Surfreco tarsots within the cbjective area,

(e) Terpots of opportunity ss reported by acrial reccnnaissance planes,

(3) Fightor aireraft of the Combat Air Patrol would be used for bembing
missions et any time durinz their scheduled patrol, providing no bosnle
plots wore bLeing reported, but these rireraft would be used for strafing
missions only at the terminstion of their schedulod patrol, if strafing
tarrots wore evident ot thet tine,

(4) If IT boats eould be roleased, two or more firhters from the Combat
adr Fatrel would be assisnod the mission of eonducting & coordinated
firhtor = IT boat eweer up tho cast ccast of BATALN,

(5) Smoke planes, whon presont, would bo employed to assist in the pro=
toeticn of friendly forcos (shipping or beachhead) Af taken under attack
by cneny shore batteries or enemy air forees,
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15, Exccution Phasc

(2) The actusl exccution of this cperation insofar as air support was con-
cerned, very closcly followed the pattern outlined in the Air Flan, with the
exception that approximately twice the number of airplanes reperted on sta-
tion than werc scheduled, The support aircraft controller afloat assumed
contrcl ot first light on D-Day and retained centrol until 1618 ITEM on D
rlus 1, at which time control wes passed to Support Aircraft Farty ashore,
Throughout this period, the cocperstion of the Naval gunfire eontrol officer,
the ehips undor his centrol, the airborne coordinator, and the crews of all
the airplanes thet participated in suppcrt missions wes excellent, thus in-
suring well coordinetec air and Naval gunfire support of the landing forces.
The greator portion of air attacks conducted were not in close support of
ground or Naval forces, however on the few occasions in which close sup-
port missions werc reauired, thoy were conducted without mishap and favorable

results were achieved, t

(b) Due to the lisht opposition encountered in the IARIVELES asault and the
subsequent ndvence inland, very little air support on the BATAAN I'ENINSULA
was roquired, Therefore, practically &1l the available air wes concentrated
on CORREGIDOR and CABALLO ISLANDS, both of which offered an inexhaustible
supply of air tergets, Throughout D-Day and D plus 1 these islonds were
subjected to incessant air and Naval bombardment, Generally, Naval gunfire
was not permitted while air attocks were in progress on the islands, and air
attacks were restricted while Neval punfire was beinz conducted, but on some
occasicns the twe ferces conducted sinultancous attacks cn widely soparated
objectives on the islands, In spite of the sustained and heavy attacks on
CCRAIGIDOR and CABALLO, somc strongpoints, which were inaccessible to both
air attack and Naval sunfirc, remained intact and cventually had to be taken
by the sround forces,

(c) On D-Day support aireraft flew a totel of 325 sorties and dropped a total
of 480 tons of bombss On D plus 1 a totel of 174 sorties were flown and

201 tons ¢f bombs were dropped, The two=day total amounted to 499 sorties and
681 tons of boribs, These fizurcs include both suppert and Combat Adr Fatrol

missions,

(d) The paratroop drops were well execcuted cnd aceording b plan, All para-
troopers landec on the Island, but a few landc: on the side of a c¢liff near
the water and were unable te elimb upwards to their objective, Conscauently,
thoy were forced to desecnd to tho beach and wore evacuated by PT bosts,

(e) Fishter direction durin~ this cporation assurcd a less important funetion
than it had in past cperations, This condition existed as o result of the
minor eneny air threat and “ue to the faect that the mejority of the convoys
medo the run to and from the objeetive area under the cover of darkness.

(f) In ronoral, the support rendered by the Alr Fereos was excellent and it
is conslcdercd that the destruetion aceomplished by the ecmbined efforte of
the Adr and Navel forces played a major role in the suecess of the operation,
The reoults obtedned by the action of these supporting forces undoubtedly
;;rcatellcd & proat amount of oppesition to the paratroop and assault pround
orcen,

-l -
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SIECIAL COMIENTS, CONCLUSIONS AND BECOM\&END@ONS j

Comnents snd Recommendations

16, RADIO IQUIPMENT

Comment

Some celay in communication with the Shore Fire Control Party thet landed in the
assault was caused by the difficulty in meving the SCR 284 radio, with which
the 592nd JASCO was equipped, to the spotting staticn on top of MALINTA HILL.

Recommendation,
It io recommended that the SCI 284 Redio be replated with one that is less bulky

and mere easily handled.

NDERWATER DEMOLITION TEALS

Comment,
Two floating obstructions at the sides of MARIVELES HALBOR entrance and one

hcavy buoy ebout fifteen feet under water in the center of the Harbor Entrance,
hindered the mincsweeping operaticns, The fleating obstructions which were
known to be there were sunk by destroyer cunfire, The prosence of the sub-
merged buoy wes not known., The sweeping of the Harbor was not thoroughly come
plotéd due primerily to this bucy, The logs of sweep gear on the submerged
obstructicn prevented thet area from beins thorouchly swept, The use of an

underwater Demclition Team, workine in coordination with the minesweeping oper-
ation, would probably have ceveloped the presence of the submerped buoy, The
early removal of it and the cther buoys would have been desirable,

Recommendation
It is recommended that an Underwater Demolition Team be made evailable if mine~

sweeping operations of any extent are involved,

JALANESE RIACTION TO MINESVEEPING

Comment,

The Jepenose did not open up their batteries on D = 2, while minosweeping and
borberdment operstions were being conducted, althoush the mincswoepers wore
within renge of their ~uns on many occasionss This would indieate an intention
to keep the loeation of their sune conccalod until tho mineswee ers wore nce
tually cutting a minc field which they considerod of imjortance, or a landing
wae actuslly being mede,

MINES/TERING

Comment

In the CORREGIDOL Operation, it became desirable to eut out part of a large
mine field southeast of the islend bofore tho wholo ares was swejt, in order
to provide o swopt arca for the sunfire support shipss In conducting this
sweop, 76 mincs were cut on the first pess, The mine destruction vessels were
unable to destroy them immediatoly and tho current Arifted most of these
mincs over the unewopt part of the flelds Cireumstances may not always pors
mit a cholco of where the initiel sweep of o £101¢ will be mace, but when they
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do permit it, existins currents should be teken into account,The Fire:Support Gt
Cormander has commented that on D-Day he was thankful for the small swept area.
boiween CORLEGIDOR and BATAAN which, limited as it was, permitted him to

place his ships in position to cover Northern CORREGIDCR as.far east as BAT-

TIRY FOINT,
ELECTRICALLY CONTRCLLED MINES

Comment
Subsequent to sweeping the mine field area north of CORREGIDOR to a depth of

eighty feet, close explosions cccurred as surface craft passed through the
area, It appesrs thet the ficld was similer to the one later found in
GUIMARAS STRAIT, where an cleetrically controlled Japanesc mine field was dis—
covered, In this field the presonce of a ship was commnicated to a mine con—
trcl station by a masnetic loop which, through a photo electric cell and cther
devices, fired the mincs in a specific arce without any personnel required to
be on watch,

MINESYELF ING SUFERVISION

Conment

Morc mines were swept during this operaticn then in any previcus PHILIPPINE
operaticn, from fields widely scparated and cfton being swept simuletanecusly
by separatc minesweeping units, The scnior minesweeping officer was, in ad—

dition to being commanding officer of a minesweeper actively engaged, the
division commander of his tyre and the Task Unit Commender,

Recommencet ion

On a -‘I’Im‘ mincgweebins operation it is rocommencer that an oxperienced mine-
sweoping officer be nseipned whose sole duty will be to plan the operation and
supervise its exccution, without the restriction imposed by being the command-
ing cfficor of a unit engesed in ecnducting a portion of the task,

DESTRCY'L. TACTICS

Comment
Two of the destroyers in tho Support Group were mined at tho entrance to MARI-

VELES HALBOL. Small vesscl's fire cid not sink tho floating buoys and it was
nocessary to cmploy destroyers for tho dostruction of the buoys mocred at
the entrences 4 TS or othor smell vosscl should heve beon used for mine de=

1

struction in tho swoeping of the Harbor,

liccommendat ion
It is reocommenced theat ~popropriate tactical instructions covering the operation

of destroyers supporting mincsweopors be jrepared and issued, The avoidable
dangor ineddent 4o elosing tlio sweopers unduly should be emphasized,

FIRE SUITPORT

Corment

The oxu;':',“' r Group covered the mineswee;ins operations, pre~DeDay bombardments
of BATaklN and CCRRBGIDCE, and eounter bettery fire in support of the landing,
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The gunnery was of a hich celiber an” the group Aisplaye’ agzressivencss anc
‘etermination throughout the cperstion,

CLCSE FINT SUITCRT

Comment,

Destroyers of the Escort Unit supporte’ minesweeping operations anf provided
closc=in ant counter battery fire for the landings am! in support of the ac-
vance of the ground troops after the landing., These destroyers also furnish-—
e’ nirht gunfire support end nicht illumination, The Inshore Support Unit
rendered oxcellent clese fire support, The close fire support of the Escort
an? Inshore Support units was o cconsiderable factor in allowing the troops to
land with few casuelties,

AMUNTTICN BATENDITURE

Comment,

On D =~ 1, a heavy exjentiture of ammunition was made by the Support Group, The
Corme.nder Support Group ecstimated thot his ships mizht be depleted with another
day of heavy firing, In order to meet such a contingency, the Heavy Cruiser
Unit, alerted ot LINGAYZN, was orderec t¢ the objective arca, It also be-
cane additionelly cesirsble to make the MARIVELES landing the next day, as
scheduled, so the smmnition expended in support of the minesweeping operations
would 2lso support tho landing.

SCLEEN

Comment,
Of the pretective sercen established to protect the beachhead on D-Day, three

runbosbs were lost and one dameced in the nirht attack by enemy Q-Boats at the
entrance to MARIVELES HALBOIL. This may have been due in part to their anchor-
ed condition or tc the lack ¢f sn alert watch on 211 ships, One gunboat, by
elert cction, sank five Q=joats before the sixth exploded close aboard and
demaned her,

Recommencation

It is recomended thet, vhere shipping at a beachhead is required to remain
overnisht, 2 reenforeins sercen of smell boets be used to supplement whatever
othor sercens employed, It is believed that the smell boats will be better
able to détoet the approach of Q=Boats and swinmers than gunboats or larger
eraft cro,
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FALT VI

PERSONNEL, PERFCRMANCE, CASUALTIES

1, Cacualtics, Casualty reports as cbtained by individual action reports of all
Greup Units, are sumarized as follcws:

UeSeS. FLETCHER (DDLL5) 6 killed; 5 wounded,
U.SeS. RADFCRD (DD4L6) 3 killed; 4 weunded,
UeS.S, LA VALIETTE (DDLA48) 6 killed; 23 wounded.
U.S.S. HCIFNIL (DD68L) 7 killed; 11 wounded.
) 225 2 vounded (mincr)
3 wounded (mincr).
2 killed; L wounded (3 seriously).
3 wounded (minor),
MS 48 3 missing; 4 wounded,
HIIATSA (ATF-102) 5 killed; 3 missing; 8 wounded,
LSM 38 1 wounded (minor - backfire of own gun),
3 wounded (minor - shrapnel from LS 38) .
1 killed; 1 missinz; 18 wounded (of these 3
officer).
2 killed; (1 officer and 1 enlisted man),
2 killed; 20 wounded (epproximately),
Not reported.
llot repcrted,
Mot reported.

Fersonnel erfornance

The boot erews and landing craft crews performed in a cool and efficient manner
while under cnemy firc on the CCRREGIDOR Beach. The performance of the Army
10! erewis was excellont,

The minesweejors woere under heavy shore fire from CCRREGIDCR on a number of
Their splencid performence of duty again attests to the fortitude

of the mincswepin; personncl,

vecasions,

The commanding officer of e ecruiser commenteds "The ccordineticn between the
gevoral cloments, landing foree, ineluding paratrocpers, bombardment and fire
surrort foress, nineswecyers and Lirmy Air appeared to be the bost which has

beon achioved to cdate", From the viewpoint of the Task Group Commander, the

1%

corrdination Lotween the Naval Cunfire and the hir was excellent.

The Suport Group, assistod by heavy eir strikes, quickly silenced the Japancse
Fettorios on COMEGIDOR on D=l day, in support of the minesweeping.eperstigns and
en D=D2y in support of the landing in MARIVRLWS, Their performance was aggressive

and determined,

’

Two destroyers of the Support froup, which were hit by ‘punfire, handled their
battle casualties eapably and eontinued participation in the operstion. 3 Y
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Destroyers oi the Escort Unit and the Inshore Support Unit provided very ef-
fective close fire support for the landings end in support of the advance of
the ground troops. Their suppert was a considerable factor in allowing the
troops to lend with few casualties.

The performance of the Naval Gunfire Liaison Officers ashorc, in maintaining
cormunicetions and closc ccordination with the destroyer gunfire support unit,
was excellent,

The personncl cf the Salvage end Rescue Unit rendered prompt assistence to
damaged ships,e

The ioter Torpedo Boats conducted a number of offensive sweeps and reconnaissanc
miseions in an excellent fashion, The personnel were cnthusiastic in exccuting
assigned tasks,

Enelosurs (L) = 2~  TERSCMEYL,ERFCNMANCE, CASUALT IES 5?
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FIRST ENDORSELMENT to:
CTG 78.3 secret ltr.,
serial 00874 of 29
June 1945,

Iroms Commander Task Force SEVENTY-EICGHT.
(Commander SEVEZNTH Amphibious Force)

Tos Commender-in-Chief, U.S., Fleet,

Via: Commander SEVENTH Fle et,

Subject: Action Report -~ MARIVEILES-CORREGIDOR Landings,
15=-16 February 1945,

1. Forwarded.

2 The leadership, planning and execution of this
very important operation were excellent, The effdciency and
cooperation of all task units involved were exemplary., The
personnel of all units exhibited noteworthy qualities of
fortitude, aggressiveness, determination and alertness,

Copy to:
CTG 7843 (ConPhibGrp 9)




DECLASSIFIED

Authority: E.O. 13526
By: NDC NARA Date: Dec 31, 2012

) o “'80 W‘U‘YﬁH ;
s

UNITED STATES FLEET | r.s. Bo
ACMUANDER SEVENTH FLEET

Al6-3(2) (F-3~4/bc)
Serieal

" L AN

19 Jut 190

SECOND ENDORSEMENT on:
CTG 78.3 Secret ltr,,
gerial 00874, of

29 June 1945.

From: Commander Seventh Fleet.
To ¢ Commender in Chief, United States Fleet.

gubject: Action Report - MARIVELES-CORREGIDOR Landings
15-16 February 1945.

de Forwarded.

2. Commender Task Group 78.3 and the orficers and
men under his commend are congratulated on the skillful and
efficient execution of this mission.

By copy of this endorsement, Commender Seventh
mphibious Force is directed to insure that the comment con-
tained in paragreph 2 of this endorsement is made a part of
the record of Commander Task Group 78.3 (Commender Amphibious

group 9).
7, ek

gopy to: .
Com7thPhibFor T. C. KINKAID

comPhibGrp 9 G




